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Mr. Stennis, whose power 
and influence on national se- 
curin' and defense matters in 
the Senate has rarely been chal- . 
lengecl, "fought tooth and nail," . 
as one Senate source put it, to! 
preserve some jurisdiction for 1 
his committee. At one point. 
Senators said, he agreed to 
broaden the base of his com- 
mittee to permit .members of 
other committees to participate 
.in the C.I.A. hearings. 

After that spech, however, 
some said, Mr. Stennis was 
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- WASHINGTON, Jan- 14i— The 
Senate Democratic Caucus 
gave strong support today 
to the idea of establishing a 
bipartisan select committee, 
similar to the one set up after 
the Watergate break-in, to in- 
vestigate fully the foreign and 
domestic activities of the Cen- 
tral. Intelligence Agency and all 
other United States intelligence 
agencies. 

If approved by the full Sen- 
ate, a step described as inevi- 
table by . many Senators after 
the caucus, the select commit- 
tee would be making the first 
detailed Congressional investi- 
gation Of tile C.I-A. since the 
agency was established in 1947. 


: Matawhile dame* R. Schles- 
inger.Ou Secretary of Defense, 
in etijfet Withdrew his charac- 
terization of some C.I.A.. activ- 
ities as '’im*deoieanor3‘’— a re- 
mark he ~.jnade to newnhea 
yesterday after having appeared 
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before the Presidential com- 
mission investigating allega- 
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; olution of inquiry can be called • ^ 15 ° vert>1 ° w "' 
up for a floor vote if not acted Surveillance Not K -ported 
upon by the Judiciary Commit- The Times did no - quote i,ts 
tee within a week. ’ • sources as saying, e ther in its 

! *!R -presentative Michael J. initial dispatch on the C.I.A. or 

Harrmgton, Democrat of Massa- in' later dispatches, that th,e 
i chu.se: ts, urged the Senate For- agency had maintained domes- 
.eign Relations Committee to tic surveillance on i 0,000 citi- 
permi; him to testify in oppo- zens. 

sition ro the pending nomina- The Democratic C.. icus’s ac- 
'tion ov Harry W. Shiaudeman tion to consolidate th.- inquiries 
■ to be Ambassador to Venezuela, into the C.I.A. and other in- 
Mr. Harriman, in a letter to telligence agencies crimes at a 
Senator John J. Sparkman, the time when four Senate com- 
comuiutee, said that Mr. Shiau- mitte- or subcommittees have' 
demap was involved in “the begun, ' reparations for hear- 
decept - o r t'o!i»r-ss” during ings Into the alleged C.I.A. in- j 
testimc iast year iout ( : A. jvolvement. 
activities a Chile. ,»ir. Shiaude-! The Senate Appropriations! 


A number of Senators said 
later that the caucus had ex- 
pressed overwhelming support 
for a committee that would in- 
vestigate all aspects of Anjeri- 
can domestic and foreign 1 
intelligence activities. One 
j underlying reason for the srx- 
dav delay, a participant said, 
w i to give Senate leaders a 
chance to discuss informally 
with House Speaker Cart Albert 




